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Abstract (Document Summary)

An adaptation of an article from the version appearing in the Nov 10, 2005 issue of ArtVoice is presented. Among athers,
Niman details how America’ hero, Pat Tillman got killed while on patrol in Afghanistan.
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[Headnote]
MEWS AND OPINION FROM INDEFPENDENT MINDS

THE AMERICAN mass media are like tired old dogs, dutifully fetching official lies on command and dropping them like
bones al the feet of an unsuspecting public. We in turn reward them by buying both the products and the myths they sell us.
Eventually, however, the products fail and the myths unravel. When the government's popularity wanes sufficiently, despite
the support of a compliant press, even old dogs can come up with new tricks, reviving the lost art of investigative reparting.

Take the Pat Tillman story. Remember him? He was the star \/'National Football League defensive back who, after the 9/11
attacks, walked away from his $3.6 million contract with the (Arizona Cardinals to enlist as an elite U.S. Army Ranger and
go off to Afghanistan to whip some terrorist ass. Mo matter what your opinion on the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan, or your
theory on who was ultimately responsible for the 9/11 attacks, Tillman was clearly acting as a selfless hero in the traditional
sense of the word. The media sang only one song at the time-dirtbags in Afghanistan did this to us-and "deterrence”
through vielent retribution was the only discussable response. Both Tillman and his brother Kevin, like most every
American, bought into the program-but they actually volunteered to fight.

After joining up, however, they weren't shipped off to Afghanistan, where they believed terrorists were holed up, but to Irag
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